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EDITORIAL 


THE   ANCHOR   OF    LIFE 


ON  the  deep,  wide  ocean  of  life  the  lone 
Individual  seems  helplessly  adrift  in  a 
tiny  hark  on  the  mountainous  waves  that 
constantly  threaten  to  engulf  him.  With 
a  stud)  of  the  might  and  majesty  of  what 
constitutes  the  world  about  us — the  vast 
proportions  of  the  planets;  the  almost  limit- 
less extent  of  space  that  separates  them ; 
and  yet  withal  the  constancy  of  their  move- 
ments and  relations  to  each  other — with 
Such  consideration  comes  a  feeling-  of  the 
infinitesimal  measure  of  man. 

And  yet  the  Gospel  teaches   us   that  man 
himself   is   the  most   important   thing   of.  all 
that   his  faculties   can   survey ;   that  all  else 
was   made   for   him ;    that    it   is    his    destiny 
(if  he  will)  to  rise  to  such  majestic  heights 
as  not  only  to  be  able  to  intelligently  sur- 
vey  the  mighty  factors  of  the  world  about 
him,   but  to  be  able  to  control  their  forces 
and    functions    and    even     to    create    other 
worlds  like  the  one  of  which  he  is  a  part. 
But   as   man   comes    into   mortality   he    is 
an  emphatic  example  of  weakness  and  help- 
lessness.       How7   is   he   to   acquire   strength 
and  power  to  achieve?       Here  there  seems 
to  be  two  diverging  lines  of  thought.        At 
least  is  this  true  if  thought  may  be  gauged 
by  action.       There  are  those  who  seem   to 
assume   that  we  are  the  dependent  children 
of  our   Heavenly   Father  and   that   He   will 
graciously  bear  us  up.        Those  so  inclined 
take  refuge  in  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour  : 
Lay    not    up    for    yourselves    treasures 
upon    earth,    where    moth    and    rust    doth 
corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through 
and  steal  ;  but  lay  up  for  yourselves  trea- 
sure  in   heaven,    where   neither   moth   nor 
rust   doth   corrupt    and    where    thieves    do 
not  break  through  and  steal, 
also 

Therefore    I    say    unto    you,    Take    no 

thought  for  your   life,    what  ye   shall  eat, 

or  what  he  shall  drink  ;   nor  yet  for  your 

bodv,  what  ye  shall  put  on. 

and  the  very  beautiful  lines  and  verses  that 

follow. 

In   the   first   instance  the  divine  teachings 
of  the  Master  are  misinterpreted.        It  was 


not  that  man  should  not  strive  lor  the  good 
things  of  the  earth,  but  that  such  desires 
should  not  overshadow  but  rather  be  sub- 
ordinated to  the  attaining  of  eternal, 
spiritual  riches.  In  the  next  instance  a 
wrong  conception  is  had  because  the  Bible 
does  not  make  plain  that  these  instructions 
were  given  to  those  who  were  called  as 
special  witnesses  for  Jesus,  and  were  to 
devote  their  entire  time  to  the  Gospel 
cause.  Such    words    were    not    spoken    to 

the  multitude.        For  the  true  intent  of  the 
Lord,  see  Book  of  Mormon,  3  Xephi  15:25. 

Those  who  are  inclined  to  this  view  of  life 
seek  the  easy  way,  expecting  a  kind  Provi- 
dence to  do  for  them  what  they  are  not  will- 
ing to  do  for  themselves.  They  find  much 
comfort  in  the  good  old  hymn,  "  God  will 
take  care  of  you." 

If  our  Father  had  wanted  us  to  grow 
up  as  tender  hot-house  plants  with  every 
element  and  condition  contributing  to 
growth  supplied  by  a  generous  and  indul- 
gent Gardener,  He  would  have  left  us  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden.  Knowing  the  only 
means  by  which  strength  and  power  can 
come,  the  all  wise  Father  placed  His 
children  in  an  environment  where  self-help 
is  essential  to  successful  life. 

On  this  attitude  toward  life  Dr.  Henry 
C.  Link  contributes  much  wholesome 
thought  in  the  consideration  of  individual 
security  in  his  excellent  book,  '  The 
Re-discovery  of  Man."  In  the  family,  the 
child  in  his  infancy  is  dependent  upon  his 
parents ;  but  continuing  that  child-like 
dependence  into  maturity  makes  of  him  a 
weakling  without  hope  of  honourable 
achievement.  Right  thinking  earthly  fathers 
cannot  look  with  pride  and  joy  upon  such 
parasitic      offspring.  Neither      can      our 

Heavenly  Father.  It  is  a  trite  but  ex- 
pressive maxim  that,  "  The  Lord  helps 
those  who  help  themselves."  It  was  only 
on  such  a  plan  of  thought  and  life  that  the 
Mormon  people  could  establish  themselves 
in  the  great  western  desert,  and  it  is  on'y 
on  such  basis  that  our  present  hopes  of  the 
triumph  of  Zion  can  be  realized. 
(Continued  on  page  128.) 
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NOBILITY  OF  CHARACTER 

Essential  to  a  Great  Nation 

Extracts  from  an  Address  Delivered  at  the  first  session  of  the   1 13th  Annual  Conference, 
in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle,  Sunday,  April  4,  1943 

By   DAVID   O.   McKAY  of  the  First  Presidency 


Inasmuch  as  ye  shall  keep  my  commandments, 
ye  shall  prosper,  and  shall  be  led  to  a  land  of 
promise  (I  Nephi  2:20). 

A  COUNTRY  may  be  ever  so  great 
and  fruitful,  yet  a  nation  sub- 
sisting upon  it  be  impotent  and  decadent. 
As  Lyman  Abbot  has  truly  said  : 

The  greatness  of  a  nation  is  measured, 
not  by  its  fruitful  acres,  but  by  the  men 
who  cultivate  those  acres ;  not  by  great 
forests,  but  by  the  men  who  use  those 
forests;  not  by  its  mines,  but  by  the  men 
who  work   them. 

God  has  made  America  fruitful ;  man  must 
make  and  keep  the  nation  great. 

The  foundation  of  a  noble  character  is 
integrity.  By  this  virtue  the  strength  of  a 
nation,  as  of  an  individual,  may  be  judged. 
No  nation  can  ever  become  truly  great,  and 
win  the  confidence  of  other  peoples,  which 
to  further  its  own  selfish  ends  will,  for  ex- 
ample, consider  an  honourable  treaty  as  "a 
mere  scrap  of  paper."  No  nation  will  be- 
come great  whose  trusted  officers  will  pass 
legislation  for  personal  gain,  will  take 
advantage  of  a  public  office  for  personal 
preferment,  or  to  gratify  vain  ambition,  or 
who  will,  through  forgery,  chicanery,  and 
fraud,  rob  the  government  or  be  false  in 
office  to  a  public  trust. 


Honesty,  sincerity  of  purpose,  must  be 
the  dominant  traits  of  character  in  leaders 
of  a  nation  that  would  be  truly  great. 

"  I  hope,"  said  George  Washington, 
"  that  I  may  ever  have  virtue  and  firmness 
enough  to  maintain  what  I  consider  to  be 
the  most  enviable  of  all  titles — the  character 
of  an  honest  man." 

It  was  Washington's  character  more  than 
his  brilliancy  of  intellect  that  made  him  the 
choice  of  all  as  their  natural  leader  when 
the  thirteen  original  colonies  decided  to 
sever  their  connection  with  the  mother 
country.  As  one  in  eulogy  to  the  father  of 
our  country  truly  said  : 

When  he  appeared  among  the  eloquent 
orators,  the  ingenious  thinkers,  the  vehe- 
ment patriots  of  the  Revolution,  his 
modesty  and  temperate  profession  could 
not  conceal  his  superiority ;  he  at  once, 
by  the  very  nature  of  his  character,  was 
felt  to  be  their  leader. 

Men  of  sterling  statesmanship,  un- 
known or  renowned,  who  strive  to  emu- 
late his  strength  of  character  constitute 
to-day  as  always  the  greatest  asset  of 
our  mighty  and  much  beloved  United 
States. 

Also  bearing  record  to  integrity  and 
honour  as  being  an  indispensable  element 
in  a  truly  great  nation  is  the  life  of  the  im- 
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mortal  Lincoln,  in  whom  was  "  vindicated 
the  greatness  of  real  goodness,  and  the 
goodness  of  real  greatness,"  to  whose 
character  the  passing  centuries  can  add  onl} 
more  brilliant  lustre. 

The  purest  treasure  mortal  times  afford 

Is  spotless  reputation  :  that  away, 

Men    are   but    guilded    loam,    or    painted 
clay. 

(Richard  II,  Act  I,  Sc.   I.) 

A  second  essential,  fundamental  element 
in  the  building  and  in  the  perpetuity  of  a 
great  people  is  the  home.  "  The  strength 
of  a  nation,  especially  of  a  republican 
nation,  is  in  the  intelligent  and  well-ordered 
homes  of  the  people."  If  and  when  the 
time  ever  comes  that  parents  shift  to  the 
state  the  responsibility  of  rearing  their 
children,  the  stability  of  the  nation  will  be 
undermined,  and  its  impairment  and  disinte- 
gration will  have  begun. 

The  increasing  divorce  rate  in  the  United 
States  to-day  is  a  threatening  menace  to 
this  nation's  greatness.  Race  suicide  and 
tandem  polygamous  relationships  made 
possible  by  lax  divorce  laws  are  enemies  of 
an  ideal  national  life.  The  increase  through- 
out the  United  States  in  the  percentage  of 
divorces  is  alarming,  and  this  insidious  evil 
is  increasing  in  the  Church  itself.  There 
are  too  many  couples  in  the  Church  who, 
when  difficulties  arise,  seek  the  remedy  in 
divorce  courts. 

In  the  well-ordered  home  we  may  experi- 
ence on  earth  a  taste  of  heaven.  It  is 
there  that  the  babe  in  a  mother's  caress  first 
experiences  a  sense  of  security;  finds  in  the 
mother's  kiss  the  first  realization  of  affec- 
tion; discovers  in  mother's  sympathy  and 
tenderness  the  first  assurance  that  there  is 
love  in  the  world. 

A  week  or  so  ago  conditions  made  it 
necessary  that  I  share  a  Pullman  with  forty 
soldier  boys — gentlemen  they  were,  a  credit 
to  any  nation.  In  course  of  a  conversa- 
tion, one  of  them  remarked:  "  My  dad's 
hair  too  is  white  "  ;  then  he  added  in  a  tone 
that  expressed  the  depth  of  his  feeling : 
"  How  I  should  like  to  see  that  old  gray 
head  this  morning!  " 

He  and  his  companions  were  en  route  for 
an  encampment  to  complete  their  training 
before  embarking  for  overseas.  They  are 
enlisted  to  defend  not  onlv  the  free  agency 


of  man  but  the  rights  and  sanctity  of  home 
and    Loved    ones.  Such    an    affection    for 

home  and  loved  ones  as  felt  by  .that  soldier 
boy  will  make  death  preferable  to  surrender 
to  an  enemy  who  would  destroy  all  that  true 
American  soldiers  hold  dear. 

At  this  point  I  must  mention  an  insidious 
evil  that  is  destroying,  .'termite-like,  Uhc 
foundation  of  character  as  well  as  that  of 
the  home  and  nation.  I  refer  to  the 
appalling  increase  in  the  use  of  tobacco, 
particularly  among  the  young.  Of  its  use- 
lessness,  expensiveness,  injuriousness  to 
health,  I  will  say  nothing.  I  shall  refer 
only  to  its  undermining  effect  on  character 
and  to  its  slovenliness. 

Respect  for  another's  rights  and  property 
is  fundamental  in  good  government.  It  is 
a  mark  of  refinement  in  the  individual.  It 
is  a  fundamental  Christian  virtue.  Nicotine 
seems  to  dull,  if  not  to  kill  completely  this 
trait  of  true  culture,  and  women  are  fast 
becoming  its  pitiable  victims,  and  the  worst 
offenders  in  society.  There  are  still  a  few 
trains  that  carry  non- smoking  compart- 
ments, a  few  eating  places  with  signs,  "No 
smoking."  In  violation  of  such  placards, 
it  is  not  infrequent,  however,  to  see  a 
woman  with  utter  disregard  for  the  feelings 
of  her  fellow-passengers,  the  first  in  a  car 
to  light  a  cigarette.  On  one  occasion,  when 
the  conductor  politelv  called  a  woman's 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  smoking  car 
was  in  the  rear,  she  blandly  replied:  "  Oh, 
I'm  quite  comfortable  where  I  am,  thank 
you!  " 

It  is  not  uncommon  now  to  see  bureaus, 
dressing  tables,  desks,  mantles,  and  other 
pieces  of  furniture  in  first-class  hotels 
marred  by  burning  cigarettes.  Ashes  litter 
costly  carpets.  Railroad  stations,  theatre 
and  hotel  lobbies  are  littered  with  burnt- 
out  matches,  stubs  of  cigarettes,  and 
cigars.  Smoking  has  become  our  nation- 
wide nuisance  number  one.  If  men  and 
women  must  smoke,  and  it  seems  that 
many  are  now  slaves  to  that  habit,  then  for 
the  sake  of  cleanliness  and  neatness,  and 
pride  of  our  country,  as  well  as  of  con- 
sideration for  others,  let  them  refrain  from 
marring  furniture,  and  from  strewing 
ashes  and  burnt-out  matches  and  cigarette 
stubs  in  buildings  where  people  assemble 
either  for  pleasure  or  instruction.       Because 
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of  thoughtlessness  in  this  regard,  many  of 
our  public  places  are  littered  as  unkepi 
barns. 

I  appeal  to  young  men  and  women  of  the 
Church  to  refrain  from  this  obnoxious  habit. 
To  bishops,  I  would  say  :  Choose  no  person 
to  act  as  either  an  officer  or  teacher  in  your 
quorums  or  auxiliaries  who  is  guilty  of 
using  tobacco.  If  teachers  cannot  teach 

by  example,  their  precepts  will  be  as 
"  sounding  brass  and  tinkling  cymbal." 

I  mentioned  the  home  as  the  most  im- 
portant factor  in  building  a  great  nation. 
The  most  vicious  enemy  to  home  life  is  im- 
mortality. At  the  present  time  social 
workers  are  greatly  concerned  over  the 
number  of  young  girls  between  fifteen  and 
nineteen  who  seem  to  have  lost  all  sense  of 
decency  and  who  shamelessly  sacrifice  them- 
selves on  the  altar  of  lust.  Of  this'  evil, 
Victor   Hugo  writes   impressively: 

The  holy  law  of  Jesus  Christ  governs 
our  civilization  ;  but  it  does  not  yet  per- 
meate it ;  it  is  said  that  slavery  has  dis- 
appeared from  European  civilization. 
That  is  a  mistake.  It  still  exists  ;  but  it 
weighs  now  only  upon  woman,  and  it  is 
called  prostitution. 

Life  and  social  order  have  spoken  their 
last  word  to  her.  All  that  can  happen 
to  her  has  happened.  She  has  endured 
all,  borne  all,  experienced  all,  suffered  all, 
lost  all,  wept  for  all.  She  is  resigned 
with  that  resignation  which  resembles  in- 
difference as  death  resembles  sleep. 
She  shuns  nothing  now.  She  fears 
nothing   now.  Every  cloud   falls   upon 

her  and  all  the  oceans  sweep  over  her ! 
This  corroding  evil  is  just  as  demoralizing 
to  the  young  man  as  it  is  to  the  young 
woman.  In  the  Church  of  Jesus  'Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  there  is  no  double  stan- 
dard of  morality.  The  young  man  should 
approach  the  marriage  altar  just  as  fit  for 
fatherhood  as  his  sweetheart  is  worthy  of 
motherhood. 

And  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
greatness   of   a   nation?  The   answer    is 

apparent.  Pure  water  does  not  flow  from 
a  polluted  spring — nor  a  healthy  nation  from 
a  diseased  parentage. 

Chastity,  not  indulgence,  during  the  pre- 
marital years,  is  the  source  of  harmony  and 
happiness  in  the  home,  and  the  chief  con- 


tributing factor  to  the  health  and  perpetuity 
of  the  race.  All  the  virtues  that  make  up 
a  beautiful  character — loyalty,  depend- 
ability, confidence,  trust,  love  of  God,  and 
fidelity  to  man — are  associated  with  this 
diadem  in  the  crown  of  virtuous  woman- 
hood and  of  virile  manhood. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  to  His  Church  is  : 
Keep  yourself  unspotted  from  the  world 
(Jas.   i  -.27). 

.  .  .  The  history  of  the  nations  of  the 
past  proves  that  nations  in  the  most  fruitful 
and  most  productive  of  all  lands  may  be- 
come senile  and  decadent. 

While  our  sons,  sweethearts,  and  hus- 
bands are  offering  their  lives  in  defence  of 
the  God -given  gift  of  free  agencv  and  for 
the  right  to  live  without  the  domination  of 
tyranny,  let  us  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  as  citizens  of  our  be- 
loved country,  use  our  influence  to  see  that 
men  and  women  of  upright  character,  of 
unimpeachable  honour  are  elected  to  office, 
that  our  homes  are  kept  unpolluted  and  un- 
broken by  infidelity,  that  children  therein 
will  be  trained  to  keep  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord,  to  be  "  honest,  true,  chaste, 
benevolent,  and  virtuous,  and  to  do  good 
to  all  men."  Cherishing  such  ideals,  we 
can  with  all  our  hearts  say  with  the  poet 
Holmes  : 

Thou,   too,    sail   on,    O   Ship  of   State! 

Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great! 

Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 

With  all  the  hope  of  future  years, 

Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate ! 

In  the  present  crisis  of  the  nations  of  the 
globe  I  pray  that  this  great  nation  and  the 
Dominion  on  the  north  may  be  truly  the 
harbour  of  freedom,  and  a  safe  guide  to  the 
confused  peoples  of  the  world. 

May  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  preaching  the  restored  gospel,  ever 
remember  the  Saviour's  injunction  :  "Ye 
are  the  light  of  the  world.  .  .  .  Let  your 
light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
see  vour  good  works,  and  glorify  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  "   (Matt.   5,    14, 

16). 

□   □  

Wisely  improve  the  present.  It  is  thine. 
Go  forth  to  meet  the  shadowy  future  with- 
out fear,  and  with  a  manly  heart. 

— Longfellow. 
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ETERNAL     LIFE 

By  EDGAR    E.  SEEMAN 

Of  the  South  African  Mission 


LIFE!  LIFE!   ETERNAL  LIFE.     What 
wonderful  words  !       With  the  poet  we 
can  truly  sing  : 

"  Sing  them  oyer  again   to  me, 
Wonderful  words  of  life, 
Let  me  more  of  their  beauty  sec, 
Wonderful  words  of  life." 
Search  where  you  will  for  words  of  more 
significance  and  greater  meaning  and  your 
task    will    be    endless.         They    are    living 
words,    and    when    fully    understood    in    the 
light  of  the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
known  as  Mormonism,  it  will  be  found  that 
in  all  the  universe  there  is  nothing  greater 
than  life.       It  permeates  the  heavens  above 
ami   the   earth   beneath,    the   depths   of   the 
ocean  and  the  waters  under  the  earth.    The 
sun,   moon,    stars,    and   earth   with   all   their 
life,    revolving    in    their    respective    orbits, 
reveals    some    great    source    of    power    and 
life. 

Behold,  if  you  will,  the  beauties  of 
nature — the  majestic  mountains  covered 
with  forests  and  teeming  with  the  beasts  ol 
the  field  and  the  fowls  of  the  air  ;  the  great 
hills  and  valleys  covered  with  grass  and 
ripening  grain ;:  the  mighty  rolling  oceans 
filled  with  all  manner  of  fish  and  the  mon- 
sters of  the  deep;  the  mighty  rivers  drain- 
ing continents  and  hurrying  on  to  their  final 
resting  places ;  the  grass  of  the  field,  the 
beautiful  flowers  and  the  lily  of  the  valley 
displaying  a  beauty  that  surpasses  the 
glory  of  Solomon — and  you  will  exclaim 
that  there  is  nothing  greater  than  life. 

Then  look  at  man,  the  crowning  feature 
of   all   life.  What   a   wonderful   piece   of 

mechanism  is  his  body.  The  framework 
is  there  bound  together  by  a  great  muscular 
system  which  is  sustained  by  the  life-giving- 
blood  which  flows  through  his  veins.  The 
nervous  system,  like  a  great  electrical  sys- 
tem, conveys  messages  to  the  brain  and 
thence  to  all  parts  of  the  body.  There  is 
no  limit  to  the  capacity  of  his  wonderful 
brain.  With  it  he  thinks  and  reasons  as 
no  other  ceature  can.  Made  in  the  image 
and  likeness  of  his  Creator  and  Life  Giver 


he  is  monarch  of  all  he  surveys.  Being 
endowed  with  senses  he  can  see  with  his 
eyes  the  grandeur  of  his  Creator's  works; 
he  tastes  with  his  tongue  the  life-giving 
elements  of  his  food  ;  he  hears  with  his  ears 
the  singing  of  the  birds,  the  songs  of  the 
heart  and  of  angels  (heard  at  the  birth  of 
Jesus1!  ;  he  smells  with  his  nostrils  the 
lovely  perfume  of  the  flowers  ;  he  feels  with 
his  sense  of  touch  the  gentle  patter  of  the 
draindrops  and  the  warmth  of  the  life- 
giving  rays  of  the  sun.  And  when  the 
veil  is  lifted  from  his  eyes  he  can  see  with 
his  spiritual  mind  the  glory  and  beautv  of 
his  Creator.  And  while  in  the  spirit  there 
passes  before  his  mind  a  panoramic  view 
of  all  the  works  of  his  Creator. 

As  one  beholds  all  these  wonders  of  life 
he  can  truly  say  with  the  Prophet  David, 
"  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work 
of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars ; 
which  thou  hast  ordained ;  what  is  man  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him,  and  the  son  of 
man  that  thou  visitest  him?  For  thou  hast 
made  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  and 
crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour.  Thou 
madest  him  to  have  dominion  over  the 
works  of  thy  hands ;  thou  hast  put  all 
things  under  lite  feet :  all  sheep  and  oxen, 
yea,  all  the  beasts  of  the  field  ;  the  fowl  of 
the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  what- 
soever passeth  through  the  paths  of  the  sea. 
O  Lord,  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy 
name  in  all  the  earth."  (Psa.  8:3-9.) 

At  the  going  down  of  the  sun  when  night 
spreads  its  mantle  of  darkness  over  all  the 
earth,  man,  the  monarch  of  earth,  looks  in- 
to the  expanse  of  the  universe  and  there 
beholds  the  wonders  of  the  heavens  with  its 
myriads  of  planets  sparkling  like  diamonds  ; 
and  being  struck  with  awe  at  the  magni- 
tude and  majesty  of  it  all  he  lifts  his  hands 
towards  heaven  and  says  in  solemn  prayer 
and  reverence,  "  The  heavens  declare  the 
glory  of  God  ;  and  the  firmament  sheweth 
his  handiwork.  Day  unto  day  uttereth 
speech  and  night  unto  night  sheweth 
knowledge.     There  is  no  speech  where  their 
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voice  is  not  heard.  .  Their  line  is  gone  out 
to  the  ends  of  the  world."  (Psa.   19:1-4.) 

As  this  great  panorama  of  the  heavens 
passes  before  his  astonished  gaze  he  in- 
stinctively asks  who  has  made  all  these 
wonders,  and  what  great  source  of  life  is 
in  the  midst  of  it  all?  Turning  his  mind 
then  to  the  revelations  of  the  Creator  to 
learn  the  secrets  of  it  all  he  finds  that  it  is 
the  Eternal  Father,  possessing  life  within 
himself  (John  5  126),  which  life  is  immortal 
or  eternal,  who,  in  the  beginning,  "  by 
wisdom  founded  the  earth,"  and  "by  under- 
standing established  the  heavens."  (Gen. 
1  :i  ;  Pro  v.  3:19-20.)  As  he  delves  further 
into  these  revelations  he  finds  that  the 
Eternal  Father,  the  Great  Elohim,  dele- 
gated to  His  Son  Ahman,  or  in  other  words 
the  Alphus  and  Omegus,  even  Jesus  Christ 
the  power  and  authority  to  create  all  things. 
(Doc.  and  Cov.  78:20;  Doc.  and  Cov. 
95:17;  14:9;  John  1:1-4).  "  As  the 
Father  hath  life  in  himself  so  hath  he  given 
to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himself,"  said 
Jesus.  (John  5  :26.)  So  we  find  that  in  the 
Son  Ahman  "  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the 
light  of  men."  (John  1  :i-4-) 

Speaking  to  His  Church,  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  in  this  dispensation, 
He  says,  "  Hearken,  O  ye  people  of  my 
Church,  to  whom  the  kingdom  has  been 
given  ;  hearken  ye  and  give  ear  to  Him  who 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  who  made 
the  heavens  and  all  the  host  thereof,  and 
by  whom  all  things  were  made  which  live 
and  move  and  have  a  being."  (Doc.  and 
Cov.  45  :i)  From  an  examination  of  these 
revelations  we  find  that  the  Eternal  Father 
and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  are  the  Great 
First  Cause  of  all  created  things,  and  that 
they  are  responsible  for  giving  life  to  all 
things. 

As  man  begins  to  learn  of  his  Creator  he 
often  thinks  where  does  he  dwell,  and 
where  might  His  throne  be?  Thousands  of 
years  ago  the  question  was  answered  by  the 
Prophet  of  God,  who  said,  "  Heaven  is 
God's  throne  and  earth  is  his  footstool." 
(Isa.  66:1.)  Let  us,  therefore,  humbly  and 
very  reverently  consider  the  wonders  of  the 
heavens  in  the  light  of  the  revelations  of 
God  to  see  if  we  can't  find  something  con- 
cerning the  dwelling  place  of  our  God  and 
of   His   Son   Jesus   Christ.       We   will   first 


consider  some  of  the  writings  of  Abraham 
which  were  taken  from  the  catacombs  of 
Egypt.  These  writings  were  found  in  a 
book  called  the  "  Pearl  of  Great  Price," 
published  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of' 
Latter-day  Saints.  These  writings  were 

written  by  Abraham's  own  hand  while  he 
was  in  Egypt. 

Some  2,000  years  after  the  creation  of 
Adam,  the  first  man,  Abraham  lived  on  this 
earth  and  had  great  faith  in  God.  In  his 
possession  were  the  records  of  his  fore- 
fathers, even  the  patriarchs,  which  they 
had  kept  from  the  days  of  Adam.  While 
still  in  the  Ur  of  Chaldees,  the  Lord  placed 
these  sacred  records  in  his  keeping  together 
with  the  Urim  and  Thummim  which  enabled 
the  possessor  to  talk  with  God  and  receive 
great  revelations  from  Him.  (P.  of  G.P. 
1:31,  32;  3:1;  1  st  Samuel  9:9;  Mosiah 
8:15-19.)  In  these  records  there  was  pre- 
served "  a  knowledge  of  the  beginning  of 
the  creation,  and  also  of  the  stars,  as  they 
were  made  known  unto  the  fathers."  (P  of 
G.P.  1  131.)  After  Abraham  left  the  Ur  of 
Chaldees  the  Lord  gave  him  a  personal 
vision  of  the  heavens  through  the  Urim  and 
Thummim.  "  Abraham   talked   with   the 

Lord  face  to  face,  as  a  man  talketh  with 
another ;  and  he  told  him  of  the  works 
which  his  hands  had  made."  "  And  the 
Lord  stretched  out  his  hand  and  placed  it 
upon  Abraham's  eyes  and  caused  him  to  see 
the  many  things  which  he  had  made ;  and 
they  multiplied  before  his  eyes  until  he 
could  see  the  end  thereof."  (P.  of  G.P. 
3:11-12;  Gen.  15  :5  ;  22  :i7.) 

Abraham  "  saw  the  stars  that  they  were 
very  great,  and  that  one  of  them  was 
nearest  unto  the  throne  of  God  ;  and  there 
were  many  great  ones  which  were  near  unto 
it."  He  showed  Abraham  the  planet  earth 
upon  which  he  stood  and  all  the  other 
planets  which  belonged  to  the  same  order 
as  that  of  the  earth,  and  told  him  that  these 
planets  governed  the  earth.  Among  these 
governing  planets  were  the  sun,  called 
Shinehah  ;  the  moon,  called  Olea ;  and  the 
stars  called  Kokaubeam.  Above  all  these 
planets  stood  one  still  greater  called 
Kolob,  because  it  was  near  unto  the  throne 
of  God.  Of  it  the  Lord  said,  "  I  have  set 
this  one  to  govern  all  those  which  belong 
(Continued  on  page  126.) 
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CONCERT     RECITATIONS    FOR    AUG.,    1943 


SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Bless  us,  O  Lord,  lor  Jesus'  sake: 
O  may  we  worthily  partake 
These  emblems  of  the  flesh  and  blood 
Of  our  Redeemer,  Saviour,  God. 


GOSPEL  DOCTRINE. 


"...   it  is  expedient  that  the  church  meet  together  often  to  partake  the  bread  and  wine 
in  remembrance  of  the  Lord  Jesus." — Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  20,  verse  75. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

"  Not  every  one  that  sayeth  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven;  but 
he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in   Heaven." — Matthew,   Chapter  7,   verse  21. 

8ENI0RS. 

"  All  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 

Matthew,  Chapter  7,  verse  12. 

JUNIORS. 

"  Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons:  But  in  every  nation  he  that 
feareth  Him,  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  with  Him." 

Acts,  Chapter  10,  verses  34  and  35. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  A  man  there  was, 
And  they  called  him  mad; 
The  more  he  gave, 
The  more  he  had." 

Bunyan. 

PRIMARY. 

I  am  God's  little  child;  that  is  better  than  all, 
He  bids  me  obey  Him;  I'll  follow  His  call; 
My  love  and  my  service  I'll  gratefully  give, 
And  praise  Him  and  bless  Him  as  long  as  I   live. 


KINDERGARTEN. 

Our  Father's  love  is  sure, 

And  very  wise  His  care, 
He  gives  us  what  He  knows   is  best 

And   hears   our  every   prayer. 
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BRANCH   TEACHERS'   MESSAGE   FOR 
AUGUST,  1943 

the  word  of  wisdom 

I  HE  Word  of  Wisdom  has  been  a  law  unto  the  Church  for  one  hundred  and  ten  years. 
Its  doctrines  have  been  expounded  from  our  pulpits  perhaps  more  frequently  than  any 
other  tenet  of  our  religion.  In  the  classrooms  of  all  Church  organizations  this  subject  has 
been  given  much  consideration.  Anxious  fathers  and  mothers  have  taught  their  children 
continuously  to  obey  this  law.  One  would  naturally  suppose  that,  considering  the  divine 
authenticity  of  the-  Word  of  Wisdom  and  the  frequent  and  persistent  treatment  of  the  sub- 
ject, there  would  be  few,  if  any,  Latter-day  Saints  addicted  to  the  use  of  these  forbidden 
indigencies.        Unfortunately,    however,    tacts  dispute  this  supposition. 

Too  many  of  our  members  are  indifferent  to  this  law.  There  is  the  constant  danger  that 
others  will  join  the  ranks  of  these  well-meaning  but  unthinking  souls.  The  temptations 

are  becoming  more  acute  each  day. 

We  are  face  to  face  with  an  alarming  increase  in  the  consumption  of  tobacco  and  liqours 
particularly.  The  ambitions  of  "  conspiring  men  "  are  fixing  a  strangle-hold  on  untold 
millions.       Their  attempts  to  enslave  the  yout    are  bearing  much  fruit. 

This  cancerous  growth  presents  a  great  challenge.  Latter-day  Saints  cannot  sit  com- 
placently by  and  escape  responsibility  for  their  indifferences.  This  is  true  of  leaders, 
teachers,  and  parents,  alike. 

Our  addict  members  need  our  love  and  understanding  now  more  than  ever  in  their  lives. 
Our  criticism  of  them  and  their  weaknesses  drives  them  further  away  from  us  and  accom- 
plishes no  good.  Jesus  didn't  despise  the  sinner;  it  was  their  sins  He  loathed.  Too  few 
of   us   differentiate  between   the   sinner   and   th     sin.  We   could   hope   for   more   spiritual 

physicians  with  the  ability  to  wait  upon  them  ".  .  .  that  are  sick."  Let  us  give  more  atten- 
tion to  kindness  and  less  attention  to  judgment. 

Youth  waits  eagerly  for  any  information  which  will  assist  them  in  the  way  of  life.  They 
are  not  always  willing  to  accept  the  judgment  of  maturity  or  to  obey  a  simple  command. 
Immature  judgment  and  lack  of  experience  re  among  the  reasons  for  this  concept.  Youth 
asks  "  Why?-"  and,  perhaps,  too  many  times  our  only  answer  is  "  Don't  "  or  "  You 
must  not,  or  else."  We  should  do  more  teaching  and  give  fewer  commands.  Teach  them 
the  evils  of  tobacco  and  liquor,  yes,  but  let  us  never  forget  to  extol  the  virtues  and  countless 
advantages  of  abstinence. 

DRIFTING?        By  WM.  H.  REEDER,  Jr. 


"THE  man  who  can  be  stopped  wasn't 
?  going  anywhere  anyhow."  Such  a 
man  has  no  definite  plans,  no  avowed  pur- 
pose, no  will  to  do  things  ;  he  chooses  the 
indifferent,  lazy  way  of  drifting  down 
stream,  willy-nilly,  looking  and  hoping  for 
luck.  He  doesn't  know  exactly  where  he 
is  going,  but.  hopes  to  get  there  and  isn't 
terribly  disappointed  if  he  doesn't  arrive, 
because  he  has  no  definite  place  in  mind. 
He  goes  on  hoping,  day-dreaming,  hitting 
and  missing,  and  wondering  what  is  wrong 
and  why  he  doesn't  succeed  as  do  others. 
He  can  be  stopped  because  he  isn't  going 
anywhere  in  particular. 

He  hasn't  learned   a  fundamental   truth, 


that  there  isn't  any  luck  unless  he  makes  it, 
there  isn't  any  accomplishment  except  that 
which  he  plans  and  works  hard  to  achieve. 
Nor  has  he  learned  that  "  definite  plans  and 
hard  work  "  are  the  keys  to  successful  and 
happv  living.  His  is  the  indifferent  and 
easy  choice,  not  the  hard  and  ambitious 
one. 

One  does  not  drift  into  either  goodness 
or  badness ;  success  or  failure ;  salvation 
or  condemnation.  He  chooses  his  part. 
If  one  chooses  well,  he  does  so  wisely, 
works  hard  and  is  never  stopped  short  of 
his  goal.  He  just  can't  be  stopped  for  be 
knows  where  he  is  going  and  is  determined 
to  get  there. 
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to  the  same  order  as  that  upon  which  thou 
standest."  The  Lord  went  on  to  explain 
to  Abraham  that  the  planet  Kolob  and  all 
other  planets,  including  the  earth,  were  re- 
volving-, and  that  their  revolutions  marked 
the  reckoning-  of  time.  He  further  pointed 
out  to  Abraham  that  while  this  earth  was 
revolving  every  day  for  a  thousand  years 
Kolob,  which  was  after  the  Lord's  reckon- 
ing of  time,  made  its  revolutions  in  the 
season  thereof  in  one  day.  So  that  one 
of  the  Lord's  days  is  equal  to  one  thousand 
of  earth's  years.  (2nd  Pet.  3:8;  P.  of  G.P. 
3:1-16.) 

We  can  thus  see  from  these  wonderful 
revelations  that  God's  throne  exists  in  the 
heavens  and  that  it  is  near  unto  the  planet 
Kolob,  which  is  greater  than  and  above  the 
sun,  which  is  greater  than  and  above  all  the 
other  planets  which  govern  this  earth.  The 
question  now  is,  Is  the  dwelling  place  of 
God' on  a  planet  like  ours?  That  question 
was  answered  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
in  1843  wnen  ne  said,  "  The  Angels  do  not 
reside  on   a  planet  like  this  earth.  But 

they  reside  in  the  presence  of  God,  on  a 
globe  like  a  sea  of  glass  and  fire,  where  all 
things  for  their  glory  are  manifest,  past, 
present,  and  future,  and  are  continually 
before  the   Lord.  The  place  where  God 

resides  is  a  great  Urirn  and  Thummim." 
(Doc.  and  Cov.   130:6-8.) 

Having  thus  been  assured  of  the  dwell- 
ing place  of  the  Eternal  Father  let  us  very 
prayerfully  and  reverently  examine  some  of 
the  revelations  relating  to  Himself.  The 
Prophet  Isaiah  "  saw  the  throne  of  God  that 
it  was  high  and  lifted  up,  and  that  above 
it  stood  the  seraphim,  while  seated  upon 
the  throne  was  the  Lord  Himself  (Isa. 
6:1-3).  Ezekiel,  too,  saw  the  Lord  sit- 
ting upon  His  glorious  throne  which  had 
the  appearance  of  a  sapphire  stone  in  all  its 
beauty,  while  from  within  the  throne  and 
round  about  the  throne  was  reflected  the 
colour   of   fire   like    unto   amber.  Round 

about  this  glorious  reflection  stood  a  bow 
like  the  rainbow  with  all  its  beautiful 
colours.  In  the  midst  of  this  glory 
Ezekiel  saw  the  Eternal  Father  whose 
appearance  was  like  that  of  a  man,  and 
whose  likeness  was  like  that  of  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.    (Ezck.    1  =26-28. )       John  tells 


us  that  when  he  saw  the  Lord  that  "  he 
that  sat  was  to  look  upon  like  jasper  and  a 
sardine  stone  "  so  great  was  the  beauty 
and  grandeur. 

Not  only  is  the  Kternal  Father  seated 
upon  the  throne  but  His  Son  also  is  upon 
His  Father's  throne  at  His  own  right  hand 
in  His  Father's  own  image  and  likeness. 
(Rev.  3:21;  Heb.  1:1-3;  Col.  1:15.)  Paul 
tells  us  that  the  glory  reflected  from  this 
mighty  throne  was  so  great  that  its  bright- 
ness was  above  that  of  the  sun  at  noonday. 
(Acts  26:13-15.)  John  tells  us  that  round 
about  the  throne  were  seated  four  and 
twenty  elders  clothed  in  white  raiment  and 
crowned  with  crowns  of  gold,  while  on  the 
right  and  the  left  of  the  throne  is  standing 
all  the  hosts  of  heaven.  (Rev.  44:1-4;  isi 
Kings  22  :i9-)  On   February   16th,    1832, 

Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet,  and  Sidney 
Rigdon  had  a  glorious  vision  given  to  them 
and  on  this  occasion  "  the  Lord  touched  the 
eyes  of  their  understanding  and  they  were 
opened,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone 
round  about  and  they  beheld  the  glory  of 
the  Son,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Father, 
and  received  of  His  fulness.  And  saw  the 
holy  angels,  and  they  who  are  sanctified  be- 
fore his  throne,  worshipping  God,  and  the 
Lamb  who  worship  him  for  ever  and  ever. 
And  now  after  the  many  testimonies  which 
have  been  given  of  him,  this  is  the  testi- 
mony, last  of  all,  which  we  give  of  him  : 
THAT  HE   LIVES-  For  we   saw  him, 

even  on  the  right  hand  of  God  and  we  heard 
the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is  the  Only 
Begotten  of  the  Father — that  by  him,  and 
through  him,  the  worlds  are  and  were 
created,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  be- 
gotten sons  and  daughters  of  God."  (Doc. 
and  Cov.  76:19-24.)  "  And  thus  we  saw, 
in  the  heavenly  vision,  the  glory  of  the 
celestial,  which  excels  in  all  things — where 
God,  even  the  Father,  reigns  upon  his 
throne  for  ever  and  ever ;  before  whose 
throne  all  things  bow  in  humble  reverence, 
and  give  him  glory  forever  and  ever."  (Doc. 
and  Cov.  76  =92 -93.) 

If  we  were  asked  the  question  who  made 
the  wonders  of  creation  and  what  great 
source  of  life  is  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  could 
we  not  answer  that  it  is  the  Eternal  Father 
and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ?  After  reading 
(Continued  on  page  128.) 
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COUNT  TOLSTOI  AND  THE 
"AMERICAN  RELIGION" 


By  THOS.  J.  YATES 


(The  author  of  this  article  served  as  a 
missionary  in  the  Southern  States  from 
1895  to  1898.  travelling  without  purse 
or  scrip.  Shortly  after  his  return  to 
his  home  in  Scipio,  Utah,  he  left  for 
Cornell  University,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  graduated  in  1902  as  an  electrical 
engineer.  It    was    during   the    period 

when  he  was  a  student  at  Cornell  that 
he  had  the  interesting  experience  which 
is  here  related.) 


I T  vvas  in  1900  while  I  was  a  student  at 
■  j  Cornell  University  that  I  attended  a 
public  reception  honouring  Dr.  Andrew  D. 
Wthite,  then  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Germany.  Each  student  was  personally 

introduced  to  the  man  who  had  served  for 
'/seventeen  years  the  first  president  of  Cor- 
nell. When  I  was  announced  as  Mr.  Yates 
i\"rom  Utah,  Dr.  White  asked  if  I  were  a 
Mormon.  When  I  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  said  he  would  like  to  see  me  again. 
Accordingly,  an  appointment  was  made  for 
the  following  Sunday  evening. 

;  There  followed  a  few  days  of  uneasiness 
on  my  part.  What  could  the  former  presi- 
dent want  to  see  me  about,  just  because  I 
wa^s  a  Mormon?  True,  many  unkind  things 
we,re  being  said  of  the  Mormons  at  that 
tinue,  but  surely  my  standing  in  Cornell 
would  not  be  questioned  merely  because  I 
was  a  member  of  that  Church.  I  was  in- 
deed .thankful  that  before  coming  to  college 
I  had  spent  three  years  as  a  missionary  in 
the  Southern  States,  where  I  had  often  met 
bitter  opposition,  where  I  had  received  a 
thorougli  schooling  in  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  find  an  unfaltering  testimony  of  its 
truthfulness. 

Sunday  came,  and  at  five  o'clock  I  was 
ushered  ]  into  the  study  of  Dr.  White. 
Strangely  enough,  I  learned  that  the  invita- 
tion had  g-rown  out  of  a  resolution  formed 
several  yea\rs  before  in  Russia,  where,  in 
1892,  he  i'lad  served  as  U.S.  Foreign 
Minister.        ^ 

It  was  wb\ile  there  that  he  had  become 
acquainted    with    Count    Leo    Tolstoi,    the 


great  Russian  author,  statesman  and 
philosopher.  A  warm  friendship  existed 

between  the  two  men,  and  Dr.  White  often 
visited  Count  Tolstoi,  who  had  very  decided 
views  about  certain  social  and  economic 
problems. 

On  one  occasion  when  Dr.  White  called 
on  Count  Tolstoi  he  was  informed  that  the 
Count,  who  among  other  things  taught  that 
every  man  should  wrest  from  the  earth 
enought  food  to  keep  himself  and  family, 
was  out  in  the  fields  ploughing,  for  he  prac- 
tised what  he  preached.  When  Tolstoi  saw 
him,  he  stopped  long  enough  for  a  greeting, 
and  then  stated  with  characteristic  frank- 
ness: "  I  am  very  busy  to-day,  but  if  you 
wish  to  walk  beside  me  while  I  am  plough- 
ing I  shall  be  pleased  to  talk  with  you." 

As  the  two  men  walked  up  and  down  the 
field  they  discussed  many  subjects,  and 
among  these  religion. 

"Dr.  White,"  said  Count  Tolstoi,  "  I 
wish  you  would  tell  me  about  your  Ameri- 
can  religion." 

"  We  have  no  .state  church  in  America," 
replied  Dr.   White. 

"  I  know  that,  but  what  about  your 
American   religion?  ' 

Patiently  then  Dr.  White  explained  to  the 
Count  that  in  America  there  are  many 
religions,  and  that  each  person  is  free  to 
belong  to  the  particular  church  in  which  he 
is  interested. 

To  this  Tolstoi  impatiently  replied:  "  I 
know  all  of  this,  but  I  want  to  know  about 
the  American  religion.  Catholocism  origi- 
nated in  Rome;  the  Episcopal  Church  origi- 
nated in  England  ;  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
Germany,  but  the  church  to  which  I  refer 
originated  in  America,  and  is  commonly 
known  as  the  Mormon  Church.  What  can 
you  tell  me  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Mormons?  " 

"  Well,"  said  Dr.  White,  "  I  know  very 
little  concerning  them.  They  have  an  un- 
savoury reputation,  they  practise  polygamy, 
and  are  very  superstitious." 
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Then  Count  Leo  Tolstoi,  in  his  honest;  and 
stern,    but    ldveable    manner,    rebuked    t lio 

Ambassador.  "  Dr.  While,  I  am  greatly 
surprised  and  disappointed  that  a  man  ol 
your  great  learning  and  position  should  he 
so  ignorant  on  this  important  subject.  The 
Mormon  people  leach  the  American  religion'; 
their  principles  teach  the  people  not  only  of 
Heaven  and  its  attendant  glories,  but  how- 
to  live  so  that  their  social  and  economic  re- 
lations with  each  other  are  placed  on  a 
sound  basis.  If  the  people  follow  the 
teachings  of  this  Church,  nothing  can  stop 
their  progress — it  will  be  limitless.  There 
have  been  great  movements  started  in  the 
past,  but  they  have  died  or  been  modified 
before   they   reached   maturity.  If   Mor- 

monism  is  able  to  endure,  unmodified,  until 
it  reaches  the  third  and  fourth  generations, 
it  is  destined  to  become  the  greatest  power 
the  world  has  ever  known." 

It  was  out  of  this  discussion  with  Count 
Tolstoi  that  the  desire  grew  on  the  part  of 
Dr.  White  to  learn  more  about  Mormonism. 
Far  into  the  night  I  had  the  privilege  of 
explaining  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  to 
this  great  doctor,  and  on  several  occasions 
he  invited  me  to  his  study  to  explain 
Mormonism  further. 

Before  leaving  Cornell  I  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  place  some  of  our  Church  books 
in  the  library,  but  to  my  astonishment  I 
found  them  already  there — not  only  the 
standard  works,  but  many  other  books  and 
pamphlets.  Upon  investigation  I  discovered 
that  they  had  been  contributed  by  Dr. 
Andrew  White. 

Eternal  Life From  page  126. 

the  foregoing  revelations  I  am  sure  we  can. 
The  Father  and  the  Son  have  attained 
unto  the  highest  degree  of  glory  which  is 
immortality,  and  immortality  is  eternal 
life.  Jesus  said,  "  That  he  came  that  man- 
kind might  have  life  and  that  they  might 
have   it   more   abundantly."  That   means 

eternal  life.  It  is  a  gift  of  God  to  those 
who  will  keep  His  commandments  and  do 
His     will.  This     great     gift     cannot     be 

attained,  however,  without  knowledge  for 
Jesus  said,  "  This  is  life  eternal  that  they 
might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  has  sent."  (John 
17:3.^  We  should  therefore  endeavour  to 
obtain    this    knowledge    and    be    obedient 


thereto    that    we    might    attain    unto    eternal 

Ufa, 

The    Anchor    of    Life.— From  page    lib. 

Some  there  are  whose  whole  thought  and 
whose  dreams  by  night  and  by  day  are  of 
the  home  they  hope  to  have  in  heaven.  It 
would  be  well  for  such  to  remember  that 
earth  life  is  part  of  eternity  and  that  He 
wrho  placed  us  here  meant  that  we  should 
learn  to  adjust  ourselves  to  the  conditions 
about   us.  Our   lessons   of  conquest   and 

accomplishment  here  will  give  us  advance*) 
standing  hereafter.  "  We  shall  pass  this 
way  but  once  "  and  while  so  passing  is  our 
opportunity  to  learn  the  lessons  and  conquer 
the  oppositions  of  mortality.  We  can  best 
do  that  with  our  feet  firmly  planted  on  the 
earth. 

But  how  easy  it  is  to  swing  the  pendulum 
too  far  the  other  way.  Those  on  that  side 
of  the  median  line  become  so  absorbed  in 
the  struggle  for  temporal  success  that  they 
make  it  the  dominating  theme  of  life.  In 
their  light  for  self -maintenance  and  indivi- 
dual security  and  in  the  success  that  comes 
to  them  they  formulate  a  mental  concept  of 
self-sufficiency  which  shuts  out  God.  They 
are  obcessed  with  the  desire  for  achieve- 
ment in  things  which  are  destined  to 
crumble.  The}-  figuratively  pat  their  own 
backs  wilh  the  exultant  boast  that  they 
find  their  own  way  and  keep  their  feet  on 
the  ground.  That  is  true,  but  the  pity  of 
it  is  that  they  have  buried  the  anchor  of 
their  souls  in  the  ground  on  which  they 
walk.  They  are  near  of  sight.  The 
eternal  future  is  sacrificed  for  what  they 
vainly  speak  of  as  the  more  tangible  pre- 
sent. Their  aspirations  which  should 
ascend  to  the  highest  realms  of  eternal 
glory  are  of  mundane  type  and  cling  to  the 
earth  and  the  now. 

To  such  as  these  Jesus  truly  would  say, 
"  Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and 
lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven." 
Then  if  they  still  persisted,  He  would 
probably  say,  "  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy 
soul  shall  be  required  of  thee ;  then  whose 
shall  these  things  be,  which  thou  hast  pro- 
vided? So  is  he  that  layeth  up  treasures 
for  himself,    and   is   not   rich   toward   God." 

Let  us  keep  our  feet  on  the  earth,  but 
cast  our  anchor  of  life  in   heaven. 

E.L.M. 
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DISTRICT     HIGHLIGHTS 


Mowbray  Branch  comes  into  the  Limelight 
this  month.  Sister  Iris  Mifanwy  Taylor, 
daughter  iof  Mr.  and  Sister  Leonard  E. 
Taylor,     of     Sea     Point,     was     baptized     at 

Cumorah  "  on  the  25th  of  July,  and  con- 
firmed a  member  of  the  Church  on  the  same 
day.  We    extend    a    hearty    and    sincere 

welcome  to  this  young  lady,  and  to  her 
parents,  our  congratulations. 

Our  congratulations  and  very  best  wishes 
lor  future  happiness  are  entended  to  Mr. 
and  Sister  George  Schoonraad,  of  Johan- 
nesburg. Sister  Schoonraad  was,  before 
the  3rd  of  July,  Sister  Merle  M.  Vice, 
youngest  daughter  of  Sister  Mary  E.  Vice, 
of  Margate. 

Mowbray  Branch  suffered  another  severe 
blow  at  her  man-power.  Branch  President, 
Captain  Daniel  A.  Cherrett,  was  handed  a 
surprise  posting  and  was  required  to  leave 
almost  without  notice,  on  the  -'5th  of  July. 
Brother  Dan  has  been  acting  without  coun- 
sellors for  the  past  few  months,  therefore 
Mission  President  R.  E.  Folland  will  act  as 
Branch  President  temporarily.  The  Branch 
will  miss  Dan  very  much,  as  he  has  teen 
very  faithful  to  carry  out  his  assignments, 
in  spite  of  his  military  duties.  Our  best 

wishes   and  prayers  for  your  safety. 

Mowbray  Branch  Pioneer  Day  Social, 
which  was  a  delightful  affair,  also  served  as 
a  farewell  to  their  Branch  President  Dan 
Cherrett. 

Brother  (Sergt.)  Bob  Bessant,  of  Cape 
Town,  accompanied  Sister  Hearne's  mother, 
Mrs.  Stevens,  to  Oudtshoorn  and  remained 
there  for  his  vacation. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Sister  Elsie 
Nielsen's  mother  is  seriouslv  ill  at  a 
Pietermaritzburg  hospital.  We  join  you  in 
our  prayers,   Elsie,  for  her  speedy  recovery. 

Sister  Amy  Hyland  is  now  recovering 
from  a  long',  painful  illness,  and  Sister 
Vera  Grav  is  still  struggling  to  regain  her 
lost     voice.  These     sisters     have     been 

missed  at  "  Cumorah." 

Brother  (Piper)  Bob  Smith,  of  Goodwood, 
was  home  on  leave  during  the  latter  part 
of  July. 

The  Mowbray  Sunday  School  will  hold 
their  Christmas  Fund  Concert  on  the  J41I1 
of  August. 


We  congratulate  Mr.  and  Sister  Ernest 
Armstrong,  of  Springs,  on  the  arrival  of  a 
lovely  daughter,  Jill  Heather  Armstrong, 
born  on  the   13th  of  June. 

More  congratulations  to  Springs  and 
Liahona,  on  the  occasion  of  the  announce- 
ment of  the  engagement  of  Sister  Nola  C. 
Futter  to  Brother  John  Trotskie.  Nola  is 
Springs'  organist  and  John  is  in  the  Branch 
Presidency   of   Liahona.  We   understand 

that    there    is    a    contest    on    to    see    which 
branch  will  get  the  additional  member. 

Springs  Branch  welcomes  back  Sister 
Olive  Jubber,   formally  their  organist. 

Sister  George  Kehl  has  now  joined  her 
husband  at  Roberts  Heights.  They  were 
formally  residents  of  the  Mowbray  Branch. 

District  President  Norman  G.  Muir  found 
it  necessary  to  postpone  their  visit  to  the 
West  Rand  because  of  the  illness  of  Sister 
Muir  while  at  Heilbron.  We  are  pleased 
to  learn  that  Sister  Edie  has  now  recovered. 

Brother  Fred  J.  Spear,  of  Liahona,  has 
left  the  Transvaal  for  the  Copper  Mines  in 
Rhodesia.  Sister  Spear  and  their  two  un- 
married children  will  remain  for  the  present 
at  Newcastle,  Natal.  Best  wishes  to  you 
both. 

Raman  Branch  held  a  successful  dance 
on  the  9th  of  July.  Proceeds  were  to  assist 
in  paying  for  the  heaters  in  the  Hall. 

Former  District  President  J.  Goulden 
Evans,  Sister  Evans  and  their  two  boys 
came  from  Pufadder,  and  daughter  Mary 
from  her  school  at  Kroonstad,  to  spend 
the  school  holidays  at  their  home  in 
Kensington.  Sister  Evans  will  remain  for 
a  few  weeks  after  Brother  Evans  returns  to 
work. 

After  some  thirty-odd  years  with  the  S.A. 
Railways.  "  Pop  "  Doller,  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth, is  supposed  to  be  on  pension.  The 
railway  wanted  him  to  stay  on  and  he  is 
doing  it.  '  Pop  "  and  "  Mom  "  have  now 
bought  a  home  in  Walmer  ;  South  End  will 
not  be  the  same  without  the  Doller  family. 

Brother  Edgar  E.  Seeman,  of  Pondoland, 
had  a  flying  trip  and  visited  Durban  for  a 
few  days  in  July. 

Brother  Edwin  J.  Jakins,  of  Saldanha 
Bay,  visited  the  Cape  over  the  week-end  at 
the  latter  part  of  July. 
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"NIL    NISI    BONUM" 

By  CY  LANCE  from    Improvement  Era 


I  HE  Latin  had  a  saying:  De  mortuis  nil 
nisi  bonum.  Translated,  it  means:  "  Con- 
cerning the  dead,  speak  nothing  but  the 
good." 

The  straight  good  sense  of  this  kindly 
advice  strikes  one  at  first  blush.  One  con- 
siders and  quickly  agrees  with  the  chari- 
table wisdom  of  the  ancients. 

But  if  we  should  be  careful  to  speak 
nothing  but  good  of  the  dead,  how  much 
more  fitting  it  is  that  we  do  as  much  for 
the  living  who  have  far  greater  need  of  our 
charity. 

Negative  criticism  is  hurtful  in  a  double 
sense  ;  it  injures  something  vital  in  the  one 
criticized,  and  it  is  even  more  harmful  to 
something  equally  vital  in  the  one  who 
offers  the  criticism. 

A  certain  woman  was  urging  her  brother 
to  employ  in  his  business  a  young  man  who 
then  worked  in  the  same  place  where  she 
was  employed.  "  I  have  worked  closely 
with  him  for  some  time  now,"  she  said, 
"  and  I  have  never  heard  him  say  one  thing 
unfavourable   to   any  other  person." 

The  young  man  got  the  job,  and  this 
particular  bit  of  the  lady's  recommenda- 
tion undoubtedly  played  a  strong  part  in  her 
brother's  decision  to  hire  him. 

The  man  who  speaks  ill  of  no  one  usually 
has  many  friends,  and  the  worker  who  is 
well  liked  by  his  associates  promotes  good 
feeling  within  an  organization,  and  this  in 
turn  is  reflected  in  the  amount  and  the 
quality  of  work  produced. 

The  advertising  of  one  large  automobile 
manufacturer  has  always  been  noteworthy 
for  one  thing  :  it  never  runs  down— even  by 
implication — the  cars  of  competitors.  In- 
stead of  saying:  "  This  is  the  best  car  on 
the  market  to-day  " — thereby  implying  that 
all  other  cars  are  inferior — this  manufac- 
turer says:  "  We  believe  this  is  the  best 
car  we  have  ever  built." 

It  is  sometimes  too  easy  to  forget  that 
criticism  may  be  constructive  as  well  as 
destructive,  favourable  as  well  as  adverse. 
Praise  need  not  be  flattery  which  is  sweet 
only  to  the  hopelessly  inept.       Praise  is  one 


of  the  most  constructive  forces  in  all  the 
world ;  it  encourages  the  recipient  and 
assures  him  that  his  course  is  indeed  the 
right  one,  thus  helping  to  dispel  any 
lingering  doubt  he  may  have  harboured  en 
that  score.       Praise  builds  one  up. 

In  a  restaurant  there  is  a  waitress  whose 
manner  always  used  to  puzzle  one.  While 
she  was  thoroughly  efficient  and  capable, 
her  attitude  impressed  one  as  flat  and 
lacklustre.  You  felt  that  she  detested  her 
work  and  despised  her  customers.  It  made 
no  difference  who  the  customer  was  or  how 
large  a  tip  he  might  leave,  her  manner 
always  seemed,  indifferent,   almost  rude. 

Sometimes  observing  this,  I  wondered 
about  it  and  felt  sorry  for  the  girl.  One 
morning  I  saw  her  at  an  adjoining  table 
writing  out  the  day's  menus  with  pen  and 
ink.  "'  Did  you  write  the  menus  yester- 
day? "  I  asked.  Immediately  she  was 
curious.  "  Yes;  I  write  them  every  day. 
Why?  "  "It  was  very  lovely  writing," 
I    said.  "  I    noticed    it   particularly   and 

wondered  who  did  it." 

She  actually  beamed  with  pleasure. 
Apparently  nothing  I  could  have  said  would 
have  pleased  her  more.  She  was  proud  of 
her  fine  penmanship  and  delighted  that 
someone  had  noticed  it.  That  little  bit  of 
unbidden  and  sincere  praise  did  what  not 
even  a  generous  tip  could  do.  Whenever 
this  girl  attends  our  table  now,  she  gives 
the  pleasant  impression  of  enjoying  it. 

Adverse  criticism  tears  down  confidence, 
that  reserve  on  which  we  draw  to  keep  us 
striving  forward.  It  is  doubtful  if  adverse 
criticism  has  ever  done  any  good. 

"  Naught  but  the  good."  That  is  the 
Christian  approach  to  both  life  and  busi- 
ness. It  is  never  too  hard  to  find  some- 
thing good  to  say  about  almost  anyone  or 
anything,  if  criticism  is  indicated.  But 
unless  what  you  have  to  say  is  good,  or 
constructive,  it  is  worth  a  thousand  times 
more  to  say  nothing  at  all — about  any 
thing,  present  or  past,  living  or  dead.  The 
nil  nisi  bonum  of  the  old  Latins  is  sti 
good  advice  to-day. 
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Patriotism. 

Sergeant:  "So,  you  complain  about  finding 
sand  in  your  soup,  eh?  " 

Rookie:   "Yes,  sir." 

Sergeant:  "Did  you  jo'n  the  army  to  serve 
your  country,   or  to  complain  about  the  soup?  " 

Rookie:  "To  serve  my  country,  sir — not  to 
eat  it!  " 

□  □ 

No  doubt  the  right  one. 

"  See  here,  young  fellow,"  growled  the  man 
at  the  office  ra  ling.  "  I  want  to  see  some- 
body  with   a   little  authority." 

"  Then   maybe   I   can    help    you,    sir,"    replied 
the  affable  clerk.        "  I  have  as  little  authority 
as  anybody  round  here." 
B     B 

Some  noise. 

"  A  new  world  is  being  born,"  says  a 
politician.  Judging  by  the  noise  going  on  it 
might  be   twins. 

□  e 

True   confession.. 

Modern  Orator:  "My  friends,  I  am  full  of 
uncertainty." 

Then    a    number    of    people    in    the    audience 
looked   at  one  another   and   hoarsely   whispered : 
"  He  must  have  had  hash  for  dinner." 
E     □ 

Winding  the  clock. 

There  was  a  man  who  had  a  clock — his  name 
was  Mathew  Mears — and  every  day  he  wound 
that  clock   for  eight  and  twenty  years. 

And    then    one    day    he    found    that    clock    an 
eight-day  clock  to  be,   and  a  madder  man  than 
Mathew   Mears  you   would  not  care   to   see. 
0     B 

Thankful. 

The  small  boy  had  just  started  school,  and 
after  a  week  he  said:  "Mummy,  the  teacher 
asked  me  all  about  you  and  daddy,  and  if  I  had 
any  brothers  and  sisters." 

"  I  am  glad  to  see  her  taking  so  much 
interest,"    replied    the    mother.  "  What    did 

you   tell   her  ?  " 

"  I  said  I  was  an   only  child." 

"  And  what  did  she  say  to  that?  "  asked  the 
mother. 

"  Oh,   just   'Thank  heaven  '.' 


A   mind  reader. 

A   General   and  a   Colonel   were   walking  down 
the    street.  They    met    many    privates,    and 

each  time  the  Colonel  saluted,  he  muttered, 
"  The  same  to  you."  The  General's  curiosity 
soon  got  the  better  of  him  and  he  asked  "Why 
do     you     always     say     that?  "  The     Colonel 

answered,    "  I   was   a   private   once,    and   1   know 
what   they're    thinking." 
a    □ 

Sales  Talk. 

A  good  beginning  oftentimes  means  a  great 
deal.  To  emphasize  the  point  may  we  remind 
you  of  the  case  of  the  young  man  who,  desiring 
to  marry,  secured  a  favourable  hearing'  from 
his  sweetheart's  irascible  father  by  opening  the 
interview  with  these  words:  "Sir.  I  know  a 
way  whereby  you  can  save  a  lot  of  money!  " 
B     □ 

Good. 

were  von 


rood   little  girl 


A  man   offered   me  a 
I    said,     '  No.    thank 


Mother  :    "  Maud, 
at   church   to-day  ?  " 

Maud:    "Yes,   mother, 
big    plate    of    money,    and 

you.'  " 

B      Q 

When    "Addition"    means   "Subtraction." 

Neighbour  (bearer  of  message,  breathlessly)  : 
"  You're  wanted  at  'ome.  Charlie.  Yer  wife's 
just  presented  yer  with  another  rebate  off  yer 
income   tax." 

B      B 

Unromantic   Mother. 

Marge:   "Mom.  what  is  a  trousseau?  " 
Mom:    "Oh.    it's    the    clothes    a    bride    wears 
for    six    or    seven    years    after    she's    married." 
B      Q 

Consistent,  anyway. 

"Don't   you    ever   change   your    mind:-' 

"Not    often    anymore.        I've    found   that    Tin 

just    as    likely    to    be    wrong    on    second    thought 

as  on  first." 

ID     Q 

Fair-minded  to  the  End. 

"  So  you  propose  to  take  my  daughter  from 
me  without  any   warning?" 

Nervous  young  man  :  "  Not  at  all.  If  there's 
anything  concerning  her  you  want  to  warn  rue 
about,   I'm   willing  to  listen." 
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THE    WAY    UP 

"There  is  no  Menial  Labour;  All  Work  That   Needs  to  Be  Done  Is  Dignified" 
"Taste  the  Joy  That  Springs  from  Labour" 

I T  was  my  good  fortune  once  to  cross  a  bridge,  the  longest  bridge  in  the  world.  I 
*  crossed  it  on  foot  in  company  with  the  engineer  who  designed  and  built  the  bridge. 
While  slowly  crossing  he  recited  in  great  detail  how  this  wondrous  structure  was  built, 
showing  how  each  beam  was  placed  in  a  position  that  not  only  added  to  its  own 
strength  but  added  strength  to  its  mate.  The  multiplied  strength  of  each  cable  and 
every  strand  in  each  cable  was  so  thrilling  and  so  new  to  me  that  when  we  crossed 
the  bridge  I  felt  that  I  should  say  something  in  a  congratulatory  way  .to  that  engineer- 
ing genius.       So  I  exclaimed  : 

"  What  a  wonderful  gift  to  be  able  to  so  conceive  and  construct  such  a  mechanical 
wonder." 

The  engineer  looked  at  me  with  mingled  pity  and  disappointment  and  then  said  : 
"  You  call  it  a  gift."  He  took  off  his  hat  and  I  saw  the  gray  hair;  he  showed  me 
his  hands.  They  were  gnarled  and  knotted  and  calloused  from  hard  work.  His  finger 
nails  were  chipped  and  the  rust  and  grime  of  iron  were  in  the  creases  of  his  skin,  and 
then  he  said:  "  When  I  was  thirteen  years  old  I  had  to  quit  school  to  provide  for  a 
widowed   mother.  I   worked   ten   hours  a  day  six  days  a  week  and  attended  night 

school  in  order  to  get  the  preparatory  work  for  an  engineer's  course.  I  struggled 
for  years  in  this  way.  Sometimes  things  looked  so  dark  that  I  thought  I  would  have 
to  give  up  my  night  school.  For  a  lifetime  I  struggled  to  be  able  to  do  this  and 
you  come  along  and  call  it  a  gift." 


IT  was  my  pleasure  to  go  as  a  guest  to  a  musical  recital  where  I  heard  a  world 
renowned  vocalist.  When  this  man  walked  to  the  footlights  there  was  a  thunder- 
ous applause  from  thousands  of  people  who  packed  the  galleries.  This  man  would 
sway  the  aud'ence  from  laughter  to  tears  just  with  his  voice.  He  would  hit  those 

low  notes  until  the  windows  would  almost  rumble,  still  he  had  to  go  lower  and  you 
expected  his  voice  to  break,  but  it  did  not  break.  He  hit  those  lower  notes  with  true 
precision  giving  each  its  full  value ;  then  when  he  approached  those  high  notes  you 
expected  his  voice  to  crack,  but  it  did  not  crack.  For  an  hour  that  man  held  spell- 
bound thousands  of  people  under  those  transcendent  qualities  of  a  human  voice.  At 
the  close  of  the  recital  my  companion,  whose  guest  I  was,  suggested  that  we  go  to  the 
"  Green  Room  "  and  meet  the  artist.  I  thought,  well,  here  is  a  good  chance  for 
a  "  hayseed  "  to  meet  a  "  celebrity,"  so  I  went.  When  I  was  introduced  I  shook 
hands  with  the  singer  and  said  : 

"  What  a  wonderful  gift  to  be  able  to  sway  audiences  and  hold  them  in  charmed 
silence,  changing  them  from  laughter  to  tears  just  with  your  voice.  What  a  marvellous 
gift." 

He  answered:  "  A  gift?  did  you  call  it  a  gift?  Why,  man,  it  is  the  result  of  a 
lifetime  of  deterimned  practice.  I   sold  newspapers   to  get   money   enough   to   take 

lessons.  I  blacked  boots  in  the  day  tirre  and  worked  nights  in  order  to  practise 
before  an  intelligent  director.  I  practised  the  letter  "  O  "  one  hundred  thousand 
times  and  I  am  still  practising.  I  have  undergone  privations  and  hardships.  I  have 
gone  hungry,  tired  and  without  sleep  to  acquire  this  beginning  which  you  call  a  gift." 
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